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Recognized for Excellence
Mayville State University is recognized by students, families, 

graduates, and the nation’s premier experts on higher education for 
providing high-quality academic programs, value, curriculum, and 

more. Featured here is a glimpse of the honors bestowed upon MSU.



     mayvillestate.edu          3

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT AT MAYVILLE STATE

Mayville State University Mission
Mayville State University is dedicated to excellence in 
teaching, service, and scholarship in dynamic, inclusive 
and supportive learning environments that are individually 
focused.  We offer quality undergraduate and master’s 
programs enriched with practical experiences to prepare all 
learners for a global economy. 

Approved by the State Board of Higher Education
November, 2016

Mayville State University Purposes
 ● To provide academic programs and services that address 

contemporary career and workforce opportunities.

 ● To maintain collaborative relationships with schools, employers, 
and communities which contribute to the economic growth and 
social vitality of North Dakota.

 ● To deliver flexible programs, instruction, and student services to 
meet the needs of the individual. 

 ● To cultivate an environment that supports creativity, intellectual 
curiosity, lifelong learning, service, and an appreciation of diversity.

Mayville State has been blessed with many opportunities to make an impact as we educate the leaders of 
tomorrow. We look forward to continuing this important work as we develop new programs and more that will 
give us additional tools to assist with the workforce needs of our region, state, and country.

We are excited and proud of our new Master of Education program that will help meet a critical need for 
teaching professionals in our state and beyond. The M.Ed. program is offered online for currently licensed 
teachers who are looking to pursue graduate degree-level instruction as they achieve a higher educational 
preparation level. It also provides a degree option for professionals outside of the P12 teaching arena who wish 
to prepare for teaching and learning within an organization. It takes Mayville State’s reputation and tradition for 
preparing exceptional teachers to a new level. 

Our students are offered many opportunities for growth at Mayville State. From club and organizations to 
theatre, intramurals, athletics, and student government, our students have opportunities to develop community 
and student involvement. Student life offers activities including board game nights, movie nights, craft nights, 
swimming, and wellness facilities.

The future is bright at Mayville State University. We thank our friends and neighbors for the part they played in 
making 2021 a fantastic year. We look forward to partnering with you to bring our beloved university to greater 
levels of success in 2022 and beyond.
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99%  
MSU graduates 
are employed or 
are continuing their 
education.

68% 
MSU grads 
employed in 
North Dakota 
or continuing 
education.

93% 
MSU graduates 
employed in field 
related to their 
studies.

Progress and Efforts to Serve North Dakota

69%
MaSU grads work in 
North Dakota or are 

continuing their 
education

Made with

Enrollment Initiatives Lead to Growth

69%
MaSU grads work in 
North Dakota or are 

continuing their 
education

Made with

69%
MaSU grads work in 
North Dakota or are 

continuing their 
education

Made with

Nearly 800of our graduates 
teach in North Dakota

Serving North Dakota Students

MSU Graduates Stay in North Dakota

982

1172

703

815
94

122

136

379

Fall 2010 Fall 2021 Fall 2010 Fall 2021 Fall 2010 Fall 2021 Fall 2010 Fall 2021

179%30%16%19%

Headcount Full-time Equivalent Transfer Students Distance Degree-Seeking
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Retention rates
Percentage of first-time, full-time students

Completers
of students who start at Mayville State 
complete their degrees at Mayville 
State or transfer to another institution 
and graduated from another institution.

Online Degree Programs

Education/Development of the Whole Student at Mayville State

13:1
Student to Faculty Ratio

Made with

Made with

Intellectual 
development

Personal 
growth

Volunteerism Community Character 
development

Social, 
emotional 
and personal 
development

Leadership 
development

Made with

Made with Made with Made with Made with

Progress and Efforts to Serve North Dakota

2010 2021

50% 62.12%

82% 83%

2016 2021

Fall Residence Hall Occupancy
(% of Capacity)

154 201 236
317

399 379389
465 505

587
729

795

Fall 2011 Fall 2013 Fall 2015 Fall 2017 Fall 2019 Fall 2021

Online Degree‐Seeking Distance Students

Students Enrolled in at Least One Online Class

49%

154 201 236
317

399 379389
465 505

587
729

795

Fall 2011 Fall 2013 Fall 2015 Fall 2017 Fall 2019 Fall 2021

Online Degree‐Seeking Distance Students

Students Enrolled in at Least One Online Class

154 201 236
317

399 379389
465 505

587
729

795

Fall 2011 Fall 2013 Fall 2015 Fall 2017 Fall 2019 Fall 2021

Online Degree‐Seeking Distance Students

Students Enrolled in at Least One Online Class
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MSU Online Programs Accelerate Learning

Online programs that work with                                
students’ lives
Mayville State University offers accessible courses 
and degrees via a variety of delivery methods so that 
working adults may pursue educational goals while 
remaining close to their homes, families, and jobs 
while earning a four-year degree that opens doors to 
exciting career opportunities.

Online programs offer flexibility for 
students
Our online learning programs offer flexibility so that 
students may continue their education and earn a 
degree online or through a combination of online 
asynchronous and synchronous courses. Synchronous 
learning involves online classes through Zoom remote 
desktop connection. Coursework is completed both 
online and offline. Synchronous learning allows 
students to ask their teacher or fellow students 
questions while attending class sessions from their 
homes.  Asynchronous online learning involves 
coursework delivered via Blackboard. 

Student success is our top priority! Online students 
are assigned a full-time academic advisor to aid in 
successful completion of their degree plan.

Mayville State University has been recognized as 
one of the most affordable and best colleges offering 
online degrees and higher learning in the nation by 
the SR Education Group, AffordableCollegesOnline, 

Affordable Schools, and other sources. 

Degrees Offered
 ● Master of Education
 ● Master of Arts in Teaching
 ● Master of Science in Nursing
 ● Bachelor of Science in Education
 ● Bachelor of Science
 ● Bachelor of Arts
 ● Bachelor of University Studies
 ● Bachelor of Applied Science
 ● Bachelor of Science in Nursing
 ● Associate of Arts 
 ● Certificates

Online Academic Programs
 ● Master of Education (M.Ed.)
 ● Master of Arts in Teaching 

(MAT)
 ● Master of Science in Nursing 

(MSN)
 ● Graduate Certificate in Online 

Digital Teaching
 ● Nurse Educator Graduate 

Certificate
 ● Nursing Leadership & 

Management Graduate 
Certificate 

 ● B.S. in Accounting
 ● B.A.S. in Business 

Administration
 ● B.S. in Business Administration 
 ● B.S. in Agribusiness
 ● B.S. in Biology
 ● A.A. in Business Management
 ● Business Studies Certificate
 ● B.S.Ed. in Early Childhood 

Education 
 ● B.S.Ed. in Elementary 

Education 

 ● B.A. in Early Childhood
 ● A.A. in Early Childhood
 ● B.A. in English
 ● B.S.Ed. in English Education
 ● B.S.Ed. in Mathematics 

Education
 ● B.S. in Mathematics
 ● B.S. in Nursing
 ● B.S.Ed. in Physical Education
 ● B.S.Ed. in Special Education
 ● B.U.S. in University Studies
 ● A.A. in Liberal Arts: University 

Studies
 ● Undergraduate Certificate in 

Biotechnology
 ● Undergraduate Certificate in 

Online Digital Teaching
 ● Undergraduate Certificate in 

Special Education
 ● Library Minor and Credential 
 ● Kindergarten Endorsement

53.4%
On Campus 

Students

46.6%
Online/Distance

Students

Fall 2021 Learning Method Profile
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MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN NURSING
 ● Prepares BSN prepared nurses for advanced 

nursing roles in healthcare leadership and 
management settings. 

 ● Innovative program includes two tracks 
offered entirely online in five-week blocks.

 ● Nurse Educator Graduate Track 
prepares the baccalaureate prepared registered 
nurse for advanced educator roles in academic and 
practice settings.

 ● Nursing Leadership & Management Graduate Track 
prepares the baccalaureate prepared registered 
nurse for advanced nursing roles in healthcare 
leadership and management.

Innovative Initiatives to Address ND Critical Workforce Needs

COMMUNICATION
 � Communication B.A.
 � Communication Minor

EARLY CHILDHOOD
 � Early Childhood A.A.
 � Early Childhood B.A.
 � Early Childhood Education B.S.Ed.
 � Early Childhood Education Minor

EDUCATION
 � Elementary Education B.S.Ed.
 � Secondary Professional Education

ENGLISH
 � English B.A.
 � English Education B.S.Ed.
 � English/English Education Minor

GEOGRAPHY
 � Geography Minor

HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION & RECREATION
 � Allied Health B.S.
 � Coaching Minor
 � Fitness and Wellness B.S.
 � Fitness and Wellness Minor
 � Health Education B.S.Ed.
 � Health Education Minor
 � Physical Education B.S.Ed.
 � Physical Education Minor
 � Sport Coaching B.S.
 � Sport Management B.S.
 � Sport Management Minor

HISTORY
 � History/History Education Minor

HUMANITIES
 � Music Minor
 � University Studies A.A.
 � University Studies, B.U.S.

LIBRARY MEDIA AND INFORMATION SCIENCE
 � Library Media and Information Science Minor

MATHEMATICS
 � Mathematics B.S.
 � Mathematics Education B.S.Ed.
 � Mathematics/Mathematics Education Minor

Undergraduate Programs
BIOLOGY

 � Biology B.S.
 � Biology Minor
 � Composite in Science Education B.S.Ed.

BUSINESS
 � Accounting B.S.
 � Business Administration B.S.
 � Business Administration B.A.S.
 � Business Management A.A.
 � Accounting Minor
 � Business Administration Minor

CHEMISTRY
 � Chemistry B.S.
 � Chemistry Minor

Graduate Programs 
MASTER OF EDUCATION

 � Master of Education (M.E.D.)
 � Adult Teaching & Learning Track
 � Innovative Teaching Practices Track
 � Special Education Track

 � Graduate Certificate in Educational 
Studies 

 � Graduate Certificate in Special 
Education 

 � Graduate Certificate in Online Digital 
Teaching 

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
 � Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
 � Master of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.)

 � Nursing Leadership & Management 
Track 

 � Nurse Educator Track
 � Nurse Educator Certificate
 � Nursing Leadership & Management 

Certificate

80+ graduate, major, minor, certificate, and pre-professional programs

 ● New M.Ed. degree offered this spring 
accommodates need for teaching 
professionals with advanced education.

 ● Offered online for currently licensed 
teachers looking to pursue graduate 
degree-level instruction. It also provides 
a degree option for professionals outside 
of the P12 teaching arena who wish to prepare for 
teaching and learning within an organization.

 ● Degree completion is possible in as little as one year. 
 ● Innovative program includes three tracks offered 

entirely online in eight-week blocks.
 ● Adult Teaching and Learning 
 ● Innovative Teaching Practices 
 ● Special Education

MASTER OF EDUCATION DEGREE

NURSING
 � Nursing (RN-to-BSN) B.S.

PSYCHOLOGY
 � Applied Psychology B.A.
 � Psychology Minor
 � Psychology Education Minor

SCIENCE
 � Agribusiness B.S.
 � General Science Minor
 � Physical Science Minor
 � Science for the Elementary Teacher Minor

SOCIAL SCIENCE
 � Composite in Social Science Education 

B.S.Ed.
 � Social Science B.A.
 � Social Science/Social Science Education 

Minor
 � Sociology Minor

SPECIAL EDUCATION
 � Special Education - Early Childhood B.S.Ed.
 � Special Education - Elementary Educ. 

B.S.Ed.
 � Special Education - Secondary B.S.Ed.
 � Special Needs Minor

Certificates
 � Biotechnology Certificate
 � Business Studies Certificate
 � Kindergarten Endorsement
 � Online Digital Teaching Certificate
 � Special Education Certificate
 � Developmental Adapted Physical Education 

Certificate
 � Emergency Response Certificate Program
 � Certificate in College Studies

Pre-Professional
 � Some Mayville State University students find 

it convenient to complete the first few years 
of college here before transferring to other 
institutions for advanced specializations.
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Operating under the umbrella of the MSU 
Foundation, the Comet Athletic Club is the 
fundraising body for Mayville State University 
Athletics. The mission is to provide academic 
scholarships for student-athletes.

The Comet Athletic Club sponsors a number of 
fundraising events each year, with the proceeds 
of each going to support scholarships for 
Mayville State student athletes.

Increase in Foundation Assets

Annual Giving

The MSU Foundation manages 
annual giving programs for 
scholarships and endowment 
programs for both scholarships 
and operations. The true 
purpose behind our existence 
is to provide every opportunity 
and open every door possible 
to our students. We're here to 
give them a chance to make a 
difference. 

Every dollar given to the 
Annual Fund Drive helps 
the MSU Foundation to exist 
and complete its work.  After 
scholarship and operation 
costs, the remainder each year 
goes to wherever the needs are 
the greatest. 

Mayville State Foundation...Investing in Futures

All information taken from MSU Foundation Statement of Activities by Restriction June 30 of each year

$634,882
$809,620 $833,981

$1,069,966

$678,945

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
as of 12-31-21

Comet Athletic Club (CAC) Membership Growth

$61,195

$52,655

$62,357

170

159

168

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000

2019-20
2020-21

2021-22

Members (as of 12-31-21)

Members

Members

All information taken from MSU Foundation Balance Sheet June 30 of each year

8.4M 9.2M 8.9M 9.3M
12.3M 13.3M

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
as of 12-31-21
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The North Dakota Higher Education Challenge Grant opportunities afforded by the North Dakota legislature are 
having a huge impact on the scholarship funding available to Mayville State University students. Private gifts 
designated to academic scholarships are matched at a rate of 50% until Dec. 31, 2022 or until the $700,000 grant 
pool has been exhausted. Scholarship gifts made at this time will make an even greater impact for students in 
pursuit of their educational goals and dreams

Huge Impact of Challenge Grant Funds for Students

Mayville State Foundation...Investing in Futures

All information taken from MSU Foundation Scholarship Report June 30 of each year

$166,162

$699,840

$132,262 $103,215

$213,193

$486,807

$404,388

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
as of 1-19-22

 ● Over $2.5 million generated 
for scholarships from 
inception.

 ● Over 1/3 of our students 
receive scholarship funding.

 ● Donors appreciate 
opportunity to spread their 
gift further with matching 
funds.

Gunnar Petersen is a sophomore from Mayville, 
N.D. He is pursuing a degree in Mayville State’s 
new Agribusiness program. In the future, he hopes 
to sell insurance or continue working for a local 
farmer. The family atmosphere makes Mayville 
State stand out for Gunnar. He is the fourth 
generation of his family to attend Mayville State, 
which makes being a Comet a little more special 
for him. He loves that at Mayville State you are a 
name, not a number, and that everyone gets to 
know one another. 
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Tuition and Fees
$5.8

20.6%

Grants and Contracts
$6.6

23.4%Grants and Contracts -
HEERF Act

$2.6
9.2%

Sales and Services of Educ. 
Depts.
$1.5
5.3%

Auxiliary Enterprises
$2.0
7.1%

State Appropriations
$8.4

29.8%

Other
$1.3
4.6%

Mayville State University
Total Revenue, Excluding Capital

Fiscal Year 2021
($ in millions)

Total Revenue $28.2 million

Financial Stability

Education at Mayville State is a Good Investment

*These figures are based on cost estimators from university web sites with selection of 
a double-room and a basic, comparable meal plan. The dollar amounts less per year are 
based on the average of cost of attendance from multiple schools before scholarships and 
other financial awards, for North Dakota residents.

WHAT SETS US APART
$6,190       X      4    =     $24,760
LESS PER YEAR*                            YEARS*                 LESS FOR A DEGREE
                                                                                           THAN LARGE PUBLIC

$14,972    X      4     =    $59,888
LESS PER YEAR*                            YEARS*                 LESS FOR A DEGREE

                                                                                           THAN PRIVATE

of MSU’s revenue comes from Grants/Contracts, the highest percentage of grant 
funding across all NDUS institutions. MSU tops the national average of 13.6%*.
* U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).

MSU Total Revenue
Fiscal Year 2021

$28.2 million
(excluding capital)

MSU Operating Expenses 
Fiscal Year 2021

$27.7 million

23.4%

Mayville State University and its students have a significant 
economic impact on Mayville-Portland, Traill County, and 
the State of North Dakota. The statistics above summarize 
expenditures and related economic and jobs impact as 
reported in the recent NDUS report entitled Economic Impact 
of the North Dakota University System in 2019. 

Economic Impact

79M
Total economic 

contribution

27%
Direct and total impact 
of student spending in 

Mayville area

21.8M
Total economic 

contribution of student 
spending

Made with

$13,909

$20,099

$28,881

Mayville State
University

Large Public
Universities in ND

Private Universities
in ND

COST PER YEAR*

Instruction, $6.5
23.5%

Academic. Support, 
$0.8
2.9%

Student Services,
$1.7
6.1%

Institutional Support, 
$5.6, 20.2%

Physical Plant, 
$1.6, 5.8%

Scholarships and 
Fellowships, 
$2.3, 8.3%

Auxiliary
Enterprises, 
$2.4, 8.6%

Public Service, 
$4.7

17.0%

Research,
$0.3, 
1.1%

Depreciation, $1.8, 6.5%

Mayville State University
Operating Expenses by Function

(excluding capital items and other nonoperating expenses)
Fiscal Year 2021

(in millions)
Total Operating Expenses:  $27.7 million
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The North Dakota Legislature funded a $1.6 
million natural gas-fueled heating plant for 
Mayville State. 

Project Details
 ● Construct a 40’ x 56’ steel building addition 

to 2009 coal facility to house two natural 
gas burners, replacing old fuel oil burners, 
and supplementing our coal-fired heating 
system. 

 ● Preliminary work is underway with the goal 
of having the plant operational for the 2022 
heating season. 

 � Project design team: Foss Architects 
and Martin Mechanical Design.

 � Contractor walk-through is February 
8; contractor bid opening date is 
February 16.

 � Three buildings on campus have 
domestic hot water converted to 
natural gas.

 � MSU ordered two 350 horsepower 
natural gas boilers December 2021.

Natural Gas - a better alternative
 ● Provides backbone infracture for our 

university to grow.

 ● Natural gas is more environmentally friendly.

 ● Addresses life safety needs. 

 ● Deferred maintenance savings $985,000.

 ● Conservative estimate of $62,000 annual 
savings of fuel and electric costs.

Initiatives lead to growth
 ● 16% enrollment gain over past 10 years.

 ● 66% of all fall 2021 students are from North 
Dakota

 ● 68% grads employed in North Dakota or 
continuing education

 ● 99% graduates are employed or are continuing 
their education

$1.6M Natural Gas Boiler Installation Capital Project
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Just some of the successes at Mayville State

Mayville State alumni are leading the way
Michelle (Worner) Kommer is the founder and owner of HighRoad Partners, 
LLC. HighRoad Partners is a full-service health insurance agency specializing in 
group employer and individual benefit policies. The organization also provides 
“in-sourced” human resource solutions to businesses.

Prior to the launch of her business, Michelle accepted the invitation from 
North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum to leave a successful career in the 
private sector for an exciting opportunity to join, learn, lead, and be a change 
maker as a public servant. Upon taking office, the Governor appointed 
Michelle to serve the citizens of North Dakota in his cabinet as Commissioner 
of Labor. In 2019, Governor Burgum invited her to take on the challenge of 
serving as the state’s Commissioner of Commerce. Prior to this, she served 
as Executive Director of Job Service North Dakota, in addition to her duties as 
Labor Commissioner, making her the first person to lead two cabinet agencies 
at the same time.

Michelle received her undergraduate degree from Mayville State University, 
her master’s degree from the University of Mary, and her law degree from 
the University of North Dakota School of Law. Her father was a professor at 
Mayville State. 

Campus Successes
 ● Enrollment consistently grows.

 ● MSU Foundation exceeds goals with more than 
$13.3M in assets

 ● North Dakota Legislature funded a $1.6M natural 
gas-fueled heating plant.

 ● Edson and Margaret Larson Foundation awards 
$100,000 for scholarships to junior and seniors.

 ● Mayville State will be in the national spotlight when 
Small Town Big Deal, America’s show, features the 
university and community.

Faculty Successes
 ● Dustin Olson, Professor of Business, named  Mountain-Plains 

University Business Teacher of the Year.

 ● Collette Christoffers, Associate Professor of Nursing, awarded Sigma Xi 
Kappa at-Large Chapter Excellence in Nursing Leadership.

 ● Dr. Mike Kjelland, Assistant Professor of Biology, leading research 
on 3D Bioprinting using Porcine Collagen Matrix Scaffolding for 3D 
Pancreatic Cancer, Breast Cancer, and Mesenchymal Stem Cell Culture, 
Treatment/Differentiation, and Cryopreservation. 

 ● Dr. Khwaja Hossain, Professor of Biology, is leading research that 
explores the potential of utilizing plant biomaterials in mesh like 
scaffold for human cancer cell growth and development that may 
serve as a resource for personalized medicine approaches to cancer.

 ● Dr. Joseph Mehus, Associate Professor of Biology & INBRE Researcher, 
is leading a group who study mosquito biology and ecology in the 
Mayville Area. This research focuses on mosquito species population 
dynamics and will also include determination of host species that 
mosquitoes feed upon in nature.  This information is important when 
determining when mosquitoes numbers will “be bad” for humans, but 
also provides data critical for potential mosquito transmitted diseases 
to determine the spread, much like that of WNV.

 ● Dr. Carey Haugen, Assistant Professor of Nursing, helped secure grant 
funding of $104,00 to be provided to students to support training 
of advanced nursing education and to decrease the financial barrier 
through loan cancellation.

Accreditation Updates
 ● Division of Education earned approval to offer the 

Master of Education (M.Ed.) program by the North 
Dakota Education Standards and Practices Board and 
the Higher Learning Commision.

 ● The Division of Nursing earned full five-year 
accreditation by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Accreditation (CCNE) for the Master of 
Science in Nursing (MSN) program.

 ● The Division of Education earned full seven-year 
accreditation by the Council for the Accreditation of 
Educator Preparation (CAEP) for our initial licensure 
level teacher education programs.
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Josiah Walker is a senior from East Windsor, 
New Jersey. He is pursuing a degree in Business 
Administration and is a member of the varsity 
football team. Josiah is also involved in the 
Diversity and Inclusion Club at Mayville State. 
His future plans include becoming a music 
producer and empowering people to be great. 
Josiah's favorite Mayville State memory is 
when he scored his first college touchdown. It 
happened in a game against Presentation. His 
Mayville State mentors are his football coaches 
who push him to be better every day!

Taylor Painter is a senior from West Fargo, North 
Dakota. She is pursuing majors in Biology and 
Allied Health. Taylor is involved in Science Club, 
Biology Research, Band, and the Student Education 
Association. When asked why she chose Mayville 
State, Taylor said, "I toured campus and it instantly 
felt like a place that I could call home." She is an 
undergraduate research assistant in the lab of Dr. 
Joseph Mehus. Taylor says she has been able to gain 
so many new skills through this experience. 

Sam Satrom from Portland, N.D. is a freshman 
who is majoring in Agribusiness. He also plays 
baseball for the Comets. Sam chose Mayville 
State because it is close to home and he is able 
to continue his passion for playing baseball at a 
new level. Sam likes that Mayville State feels like 
a family. Because the campus is smaller, he gets 
to know professors and classmates on a personal 
level. Bob Miess is his Mayville State mentor. After 
earning his degree in Agribusiness, Sam plans to 
work on his family’s farm.
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A Year at Mayville State

JULY 2021
MSU hosted athletes and coaches at the 
Shrine Bowl camp the week of June 18. 
We’re pleased to announce that MSU will 
host the ND Shrine All-Star camp and football 
game this June! Preparations are underway 
for a festive experience.

MARCH 2021
Fourteen Mayville State University students 
participated in the North Dakota Collegiate 
DECA Career Development Conference in 
Fargo, N.D. The annual state conference 
provided an opportunity for students 
to compete against 100 of their peers 
representing nine other North Dakota 
colleges in business-related events. 
MSU’S Collegiate DECA chapter made a 
strong impact at this year’s conference, 
qualifying 12 of 14 students, for the virtual 
international competition in April.

MAY 2021
Commencement marks the beginning of a 
new chapter in life for new MSU graduates. 
We look forward to hearing the good 
news of the achievements of these special 
members of the Mayville State family as they 
go out and make an impact in the world, 
and we hope that they will continue their 
educational journeys as lifelong learners.

JULY 2021
Dr. Joseph Mehus and two of his INBRE 
researchers, Taylor Painter and Laura 
Jacobson, attended the Entomological 
Society of America National Conference in 
Denver, Colo. Painter and Jacobson have 
worked in the Mehus mosquito research lab 
for the past two years. Painter presented 
the Mehus research lab work on the local 
mosquito species present in Traill County, 
and how these populations change over the 
summer months.

APRIL 2021
Mayville State’s band and choir presented 
mini concerts in the Classroom Building 
Auditorium this afternoon. It was wonderful 
to see and hear these groups perform in 
a live setting … a beautiful gift on a lovely 
spring afternoon. 

MARCH 2021
The MSU Division of Science and 
Mathematics hosted the first-ever 
Agribusiness Activity Day at Mayville State 
today. About 30 high school students got 
a glimpse of what Mayville State’s new 
Agribusiness Program has to offer. They 
participated in four different activities led 
by science, business, and geography faculty 
members.

APRIL 2021
Mayville State students, faculty, and staff 
had a blast at the Party on the Turf held at 
Jerome Berg Field the afternoon of April 29. 
To celebrate success after what had been an 
out-of-the-ordinary and sometimes difficult 
academic year, members of the Mayville 
State family enjoyed an opportunity to 
socialize while playing games, eating yummy 
food, and listening to music. Some students 
were fortunate to win great prizes, and a 
championship kickball team was named.

MAY 2021
On May 5th, the MSU Housing Department 
along with the Diversity & Inclusion 
Department hosted a 2K Color Run for 
students, faculty, staff, and community 
members.

MARCH 2021
Student life offers many activities for 
students on our campus. One Tuesday 
evening in March, canvases were prepared 
for painting.
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AUGUST 2021
Move-in day is one of the first signs of the 
beginning of the fall semester. Students 
were welcomed to campus and invited to 
participate in activities that first week.  The 
beginning of a new academic year is always 
filled with excitement and anticipation. It 
is great to have the campus bustling with 
activity.

NOVEMBER 2021
The first snow fall of the year at Mayville 
State is the very first snow fall for many 
of our Comets who join us from warmer 
climates. Von, our Media Club cameraman, 
experiences his first snow! The tried-and-true 
broom always works for clearing snow off 
vehicles.

NOVEMBER 2021
MSU Mathematics Department and Math 
Club hosted a math meet for high school 
students who attend Traill County schools 
Nov. 9. Seven teams of four students 
each competed in individual and team 
events representing Central Valley, Hatton, 
Hillsboro, and May-Port CG Schools.

NOVEMBER 2021
Students enrolled in Dr. Tom Gonnella’s 
Physics I class at Mayville State University 
took learning outdoors. Students built and 
painted rockets designed to help them 
expand and test their physics knowledge. 
They headed outdoors to put their theories 
into play. Wind speeds up to 30 mph 
definitely made the activity much more 
challenging.

SEPTEMBER 2021
Farmers Bowl activities launched Sept. 18 
with a 5K Fun Run, parade, corn on the 
cob and hot dog feed, family festival and 
farmers market, tailgating, and the football 
game. The fun continued into the evening 
with the Sportsman’s Raffle and Lindaas 
Barn Dance.

OCTOBER 2021
Crowning of the Homecoming royalty on 
and Lip Sync competition on Oct. 5 launched 
Homecoming Week festivities. 
Homecoming was a long-anticipated 
opportunity to honor distinguished alumni 
and friends, and the Alumni Association 
invites all alumni, family members, 
and friends to join in the festivities due 
to cancellation of the 2019 and 2020 

A Year at Mayville State

SEPTEMBER 2021
Filming for the national show, Small Town 
Big Deal, began Sept. 16 and culiminated 
in filming of our Farmers Bowl festivities 
on the 18th.  Show hosts, Rodney Miller 
and Jann Carl, and their crew are working 
on production of a show that will highlight 
Farmers Bowl and many of the things that 
make our campus and community special.

OCTOBER 2021
Our Media Club had a little fun on TikTok 
with Mayville Mayor (and Interim VPBA) 
Steve Bensen competing for the President’s 
parking spot in front of Old Main. 

OCTOBER 2021
The teachers at Lewis and Clark Elementary 
School in Grand Forks participated 
in planning, PLCs, and professional 
development when Mayville State’s Block 
II Elementary Education Students came to 
substitute teach. The partnership between 
Grand Forks Public School and Mayville State  
provide an awesome experience for our 
MSU students.
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Taylor Stegman, Drayton, N.D., and Thomas Gieske, Sartell, Minn., were 
crowned Mayville State University 2021 homecoming queen and king at 
the coronation festivities held Tuesday, Oct. 5.

Homecoming King and Queen

March 2022


