Chapter 4 Study-Discussion Guide
Honors Science

Garrett, L. The Coming Plague-Newly Emerging Diseases in a World Out of Balance,
Penguin Books, 1994.

The following guide pertains to Chapter 4 (pp. 71-99) and deals with Lassa Fever.
PLACE: Northwest Africa in the tropical areas.

TIME: 1969-1974

KEY PEOPLE: Uwe Brinkmann Bernhard Mandrella
Adam Cargill Lilly (Penny) Pinneo
Laura Wine Jeanette Troup
Charlotte Shaw Dr. John Fame
Jordi Casals Karl Johnson
Dr. Harold (Hal) White Esther Bacon
Tom Monath Michael Gregg
Carlos (Kent) Campbell Fritz Lehmann-Gruber

I. GEOGRAPHIC SETTING

a. Ibadan e. Zorzor
b. Jos f. Panguma
c. SierralLeone g. Tongo
d. Zigida

I1. DISCUSSION AND GUIDE QUESTIONS
Page
72,73,75 1. What are the symptoms of Lassa fever?

73 2. How was Mandrella infected with Lassa fever? What does this show about
how the virus is spread?

79, 80 3. What tests did Casals perform to determine what disease was affecting
Pinneo? What did Casals conclude?

81 4. What precautions were taken while the scientists were working with the
Lassa Fever samples?

81 5. How did Casals believe he became infected?



82 6. Karl Johnson was a man that we encountered with the Machupo virus.
What job did he and Casals do when they worked together?

83 7. What four ways did Casals think Lassa may be spread?
84 8. Why were Casals and Pinneo flown to Africa to study Lassa fever?
87 9. Why was Tom Monath sent to Liberia?

88, 89 10. What did Monath do while he was in Zorzor? What did he discover?

91 11. What did Campbell and Monath find out about what animal spread
the Lassa virus?

91 12. Why was the Mastomys natalensis mouse thriving in some villages?

92 13. How did the scientists explain the many different forms of Lassa?

94 14. Why did Brinkmann go to Africa?

95,96  15. Why were the scientists and some Nigerians sent back to Germany? What
did the German newspapers say about Brinkmann during this controversy?

97 16. How were Brinkmann and the Nigerians transported back to Germany?

99 17. What happened to the captives in Germany after they all tested negative
for Lassa fever?

CONCLUDING REFLECTIVE THOUGHTS

1. It seems that Lassa fever spread vigorously through hospitals that had infected
patients. Why do you think that is?

2. Why would Pinneo’s blood be used for an antiserum against Lassa fever?



