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SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES WILL BE FOLLOWED
Chairs for graduates and faculty members are situated to allow for social distancing of 6’ between people. Audience 
members must also social distance. Gymnasium bleachers are marked, allowing seating with 6’ of distance between 
individuals. Family groups may sit together, but must allow 6’ between their family group and others.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Jacobson Studio will serve as the official commencement photographer. There will be an opportunity for you to purchase 
photos. The photographer will be taking a formal photo of each graduate once they exit the stage. Photos may be viewed 
and purchased through Jacobson Studio at www.jacobsonstudio.store one week after the ceremony. Those wishing to take 
photos of the candidates during the ceremony may do so from their seats in the auditorium. 

WEB STREAMING
The commencement ceremony will be streamed live for those who are not able to attend. The video will also be archived 
for future viewing. Go to portal.stretchinternet.com/msucomets/ to access the live stream. Commencement will also be 
live streamed at youtube.com/mayvillestateuniv.

SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDE
Whether you are a #MaSUGrad or you are here to celebrate a #MaSUGrad, we invite you to join the commencement 
conversation on social media. Before, during and after the ceremony, please be sure to tag Mayville State and use the 
hashtags #MaSUGrad, #MayvilleState, #CometProud, and #GDTBAC in your social media posts.
Facebook
Be sure to ‘like’ and ‘follow’ us. You can post directly to our timeline, or to your own.
Twitter
Our handle is @MayvilleState. Follow us to see all the commencement tweets and retweets.
Instagram
You can find us under Mayville State University.
YouTube
The ceremony will be live streamed at youtube.com/mayvillestateuniv.

TIME CAPSULE
Members of the Class of 2020 are invited to submit items for a time capsule that will be stored at the alumni center. Plans 
are to have an opening of the time capsule in 25 years. Mark your calendar and plan to come “home” to Mayville State for 
a big class reunion in 2045! Digital and small physical items can be submitted to MSU Foundation, Class of 2020 Time 
Capsule, 330 Third St. NE, Mayville, ND 58257 or dropped off any time at the Larson Alumni Center. 

THIS PROGRAM IS NOT AN OFFICIAL GRADUATION LIST
While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this Commencement bulletin, printing deadlines may result in omission 
of some names and use of names of persons not completeing graduation requirements as intended. This printed program, 
therefore, should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree status. The university’s official registry for 
conferral of degrees is the student’s permanent academic record, kept by the Office of Academic Records.

www.youtube.com/mayvillestateuniv
portal.stretchinternet.com/msucomets/
www.youtube.com/mayvillestateuniv
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Prelude and Processional

Invocation.............................................................................................................. Reverend Robert Smith
. Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Mayville, ND

“The Star Spangled Banner”................................................................................................ Ms. Rylee Heil
Mayville State University Student

Welcome.......................................................................................................................Dr. Brian Van Horn
.  President of the University

State Board of Higher Education Greetings.................................................................. Mr. Nick Hacker

Graduate Remarks............................................................................................ Taylor Skjordal, B.S., 2020
. Jennifer Pageler, B.S.Ed., 2020

Introduction of Commencement Speaker..........................................................................Dr. Van Horn

Commencement Address..................................................................................... Dr. John W. Lyng, 2001

Presentation of Degree Candidates.....................................................................................Dr. Tami Such
. Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferral of Degrees..............................................................................................................Dr. Van Horn

“Alma Mater”....................................................................................................................................Ms. Heil

Benediction........................................................................................................................ Reverend Smith

Recessional
Please remain at your seats until after the recessional.

Thank you to soloist Ms. Rylee Heil and faculty accompanist Ms. Greta Paschke
for providing music for today’s ceremony.

Commencement Ceremony
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Candidates for Degrees

2019-2020

Degrees will be conferred upon those listed below, 

subject to the completion of all academic and university requirements.

MASTER OF ARTS            
IN TEACHING
Stephanie Lynn Almen 
	 Grafton, ND
Jennifer Lee Frank 
	 New Salem, ND
Jacob Lee Grosz 
	 Barnesville, MN
Dane Andrew Henke 
	 Cando, ND
Michael David Jorgensen  
	 Brookline, MA

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN EDUCATION
Jordan Theresa Ankenbauer *
	 Kenmare, ND
Julianna Promise Barker *
	 Mayville, ND
Hannah Rose Bertsch  *
	 Kulm, ND
Hannah Mae Bliss 
	 Nevis, MN 
Rachel Lynn Bock 
	 Amidon, ND
Harley Mae Boulanger **
	 Phelan, CA
JoDee K. Burkel 
	 Climax, MN

Natalie Hartje ***
	 Walhalla, ND
Bailey Carlson ***
	 Wahpeton, ND
Jessa Lynn Dee Conlin **
	 Williston, ND
Katlyn Danzl *
	 Northwood, ND 
Kelsie De Jesus 
	 Glen Ullin, ND
MiKayla Dehning  
	 Crosby, MN
Joshua David DeWitt *
	 Lino Lakes, MN
Tyler James Ernst ***
	 Hillsboro, ND
Dakota Fuglestad **
	 Northwood, ND
Sarah Elizabeth Glen ***
	 Bemidji, MN
Samantha Jo Hajicek 
	 Park River, ND
Mary Lyn Holweger *
	 Hatton, ND
Clarissa Hooper **
	 Watford City, ND
Amanda Marie Johnson  
	 Williston, ND
Christina Johnson 
	 Thompson, ND
Jesse Kerlin 
	 Devils Lake, ND

Kahlen Kjorsvik 
	 Lakota, ND
Macinda Mary Klatt 
	 Dunn Center, ND 
Brittney Klein 
	 Max, ND
Brooke A. Klemetsrud  ***
	 Devils Lake, ND
Shelby Kay Lynn Kohler 
	 Williston, ND
Audrey Kuntz 
	 Richardton, ND
Paige Michele Larson ***
	 Gilby, ND
Jacob M. Lee **
	 Hawley, MN
Levi Enger Lemer 
	 Drake, ND
Morgan Lakalia Lominario *
	 Kailva-Kona, HI
Lori Ann Longtin 
	 Walhalla, ND
Hannah Elaine McKenzie  
	 Williston, ND
Karlee Myers **
	 Alsen, ND
Timothy Mark Nathan 
	 Devils Lake, ND
Kaitlyn Julie Nelson ***
	 Park River, ND
Jennifer D. Pageler ***
	 Warren, MN

*** Summa Cum Laude (Gold Cord)      ** Magna Cum Laude (Silver Cord)        *Cum Laude (Blue Cord)
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Allison M. Poole 
	 Menahga, MN
Cassidy Jo Przybilla *
	 Bismarck, ND
Samantha Alice Mae Raabe 
	 Kulm, ND
Lance Rognlin 
	 Fargo, ND
Anna Schillinger  ***
	 Wahpeton, ND
Nicholle Ruth Schroeder 
	 Mountain Iron, MN
Marissa Schuldheisz ***
	 West Fargo, ND
Anna Shorey *
	 Finley, ND
Matthew Robert Louis Slaba **
	 Canby, MN
Samantha Jean Smith 
	 Oklee, MN
Eric Anthony Staebler ***
	 Morris, MN
Marte Holen Stensli 
	 Brumunddal, Norway
Emily Stoffel *
	 Grand Forks, ND
Allison Jo Taylor **
	 East Grand Forks, MN
Kristine Thune *
	 Lincoln, ND
Jessica Tryan 
	 Bathgate, ND
Jack Turnbull 
	 Adelaide, SA, Australia
Brook Volz 
	 Tioga, ND
Kara J. Whitfield 
	 New Town, ND 
Jessica A. Wolf **
	 Dickinson, ND

BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE IN NURSING
Joan Ehi Udoka 
	 Minneapolis, MN
Kammi Anderson *
	 Bismarck, ND
Brooklyne Bader 
	 Montevideo, MN
Melisa Banish 
	 Cayuga, ND
Danielle Bilden 
	 Northwood, ND
LeAnn Bingham 
	 Fargo, ND
Vanisha Levorson 
	 Bismarck, ND
Kelsey Lauren Conneran 
	 Grand Forks, ND
Sharon Cottrell 
	 Verndale, MN
Dayna Nichole Dick 
	 Mayville, ND
Christina Marie Fish  
	 St. Francis, MN
Lindsey Gellner  
	 Langdon, ND
Cass Jean Gilbert 
	 Buffalo, SD
Asheley Gonzalez 
	 Bismarck, ND 
Emily Carole Guzik 
	 Campbell, MN
Tori Paige Hull 
	 Battle Lake, MN
Amber Leigh Kuhn *
	 Fargo, ND 
Katelyn Sandberg *
	 Williston, ND
Crystal Marie Kvernen 
	 Mayville, ND

Karli R. Laeger 
	 Bismarck, ND
Eric Paul Leedahl 
	 Fargo, ND
Daniel Lipinski 
	 Hallock, MN
Abbey Marie Machado  
	 Crookston, MN
Frances Mensah 
	 Kusi, Ghana
Kristen Moore 
	 Mandan, ND
Nicole Myklebust 
	 Dilworth, MN
Hannah Jayne Oberlander 
	 Bismarck, ND
Katherine Elizabeth O’Malley *
	 Montevideo, MN
Kristina Phillips  
	 Billings, MT
Morgan Raap *
	 Mohall, ND
Jennie L. Sampson 
	 Goodridge, MN
Coti Bliss Schaad  
	 Athens, OH
Kayla Dee Schelhaas 
	 Worthington, MN
Alexis Jade Seibel 
	 Harvey, ND
Mark Durell Shadden 
	 Prattville, AL 
Breanna Shenk *
	 Denver, CO
Kara M. Skiple *
	 Fargo, ND
Jannelle M. Stevens 
	 Devils Lake, ND
Olivia Strand 
	 Perham, MN 

*** Summa Cum Laude (Gold Cord)      ** Magna Cum Laude (Silver Cord)        *Cum Laude (Blue Cord)
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Carlene Toelle **
	 Wilmot, SD
Nathan Vasquez 
	 Grand Forks, ND
Jennifer Vedenoja 
	 Astoria, OR
Sofia Yousuf 
	 Grand Forks, ND

BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE 
Haley Anderson  
	 Lisbon, ND
Tyler Jackson Bedford 
	 Chehalis, WA
Hayden Bring **
	 Galesburg, ND
Craig Osamu Broadman
	 Fieldbrook, CA
Darrell Duane Clemons 
	 Manteca, CA
Woody Robert Clermont 
	 Brooklyn, NY
Cameron Epps 
	 Allen, TX
Riley Claire Francis 
	 Pontiac, IL
Kayci Hanna 
	 Lisbon, ND
Jerry Hernandez 
	 New York City, NY
Sara Teri Herzog *
	 Upsala, MN
Ryley Mae Kritzberger *
	 Hillsboro, ND
Edward N. Ladue **
	 Chicopee, MA
Junseong Lee 
	 Seoul, South Korea
Gabriel M. Lopossa 
	 Tumwater, WA

Bradley Moore 
	 San Diego, CA
Benjamin Daniel Myszkowski 
	 Hatton, ND
Riley James Nelson 
	 Colorado Springs, CO
Riley John Nelson  
	 Cooperstown, ND
Kyle J. O’Brien 
	 Mayville, ND
Rebecca Ostby 
	 Cologne, MN
Ryan Richard ***
	 Ridgecrest, CA
Brett Andrew Samora *
	 Rockport, TX
Zachary David Schwieters 
	 Rochester, MN
Taylor Lynn Shamp  
	 Bertha, MN
Taylor M. Skjordal **
	 Grafton, ND
Eric Daniel Stull 
	 Orlando, FL
La’Marr Thomas 
	 Detroit, MI
Caitlyn Walden 
	 Mayville, ND
Jayden M. Warner 
	 Mayville, ND
Megan Elise Wilkinson 
	 Arvada, CO

BACHELOR OF    
APPLIED SCIENCE
Joe Anthony Alfaro 
	 Bakersfield, CA
Bailey Shaye Baesler **
	 Mayville, ND
Stephanie Bauer 
	 Alexandria, MN 

Kayla Rose Bauste 
	 Williston, ND
Quinton Bidon **
	 Black Diamond, WA
Nicole Bunting **
	 Redwood Falls, MN
Chelsey Gail Carpenter  
	 Devils Lake, ND
Jennifer Gore Carroll 
	 Fayetteville, NC
Sheila M. Dick 
	 Devils Lake, ND
Trevor Elhard 
	 Grand Rapids, MN
Osvaldo Escobar 
	 Las Vegas, NV
Dayne Fredland 
	 Okotoks, AB, Canada
Kristin Gaytan 
	 Glyndon, MN 
Jack Hankenson *
	 Mayville, ND
Tammy J. Hendrickson *
	 Manvel, ND
Connor Carl Holt 
	 Pelican Rapids, MN
Samantha Hoselton **
	 Rock Lake, ND
Kiana Rosalia Johnson ***
	 Hector, MN 
Joseph Richard Keaveny 
	 Wahpeton, ND
Heidi King ***
	 Moorhead, MN
Kimberly Hacker 
	 Mandan, ND
Katharine Mansfield Impellizzeri 
	 Ann Arbor, MI
Rene Melendez Villalobos 
	 Denver, CO
Jesse O’Connell 
	 Sydney, NSW, Australia

*** Summa Cum Laude (Gold Cord)      ** Magna Cum Laude (Silver Cord)        *Cum Laude (Blue Cord)
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Emma Rose Poehls  ***
	 Tolna, ND
Preston Wade Reierson  *
	 Devils Lake, ND
Sara Retzlaff 
	 Minto, ND
Heather Kaye Schimelfenig 
	 Heaton, ND
Alissa Sherven 
	 Wahpeton, ND
Parker Stohr *
	 Yakima, WA
Hillary Amanda Tweed *
	 Mayville, ND

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Mia Ryann Gurgian 
	 Claremont, CA
Paul Willis Knoell *
	 Ada, MN
Elizabeth Labrensz 
	 Bismarck, ND
Adam Henry LaCrosse **
	 Red Lake Falls, MN
Cameron Andrew Ladue *
	 Hatton, ND
Lindsey Nygaard 
	 Devils Lake, ND
Karina Rose Perish 
	 Long Prairie, MN
Nicole Antionette Pippin *
	 Simi Valley, CA
Uriel Rosario 
	 Fitchburg, MA
Katelyn A. Schmuck 
	 Grafton, ND
Rumor Stokes 
	 Hewitt, MN

BACHELOR OF 
UNIVERSITY STUDIES
Adrian Dakota Carrillo 
	 Hatton, ND
Blaine Erickson 
	 Cavalier, ND
Ricky Flowers, Jr.  
	 Oakland, CA
Arlyn Grace 
	 Tampa, FL
Mariah Jean Hodges 
	 Walhalla, ND
Carl Juhl 
	 Watford City, ND
Jamie Lynn Kayl 
	 East Grand Forks, MN
Isaiah Ray Krebs 
	 Beulah, ND
Sarah Catherine Landsem 
	 Staples, MN 
Kyla L. L’Esperance  
	 Dickinson, ND
Tait Ludwick 
	 Las Vegas, NV
Nicole Pollack *
	 Mayville, ND
Cathryn Papillon *
	 Larimore, ND
Donald Lyn Hunter Parisien, Jr. 
	 Belcourt, ND
Christopher Scott Polanski 
	 Elgin, IL 
Natasha Sailor 
	 Devils Lake, ND
Jessica Lynn Salwei *
	 Linton, ND
Sarah Ann Sumstad 
	 Akeley, MN
Jennifer Lynn Suter 
	 Lemmon, SD

Danielle M. Trudeau 
	 Mayville, ND
Wendy Werneking **
	 Alpine, TX
Nicholas Winger **
	 El Paso, TX
Drake Takeshi Yoshioka 
	 Waipahu, HI

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
Elise Nicole Burwell  
	 Minnewaukan, ND
Jennifer Gore Carroll 
	 Fayetteville, NC
Katy Scarlett Clawson 
	 Burbank, CA
Alex Danielle Dralle 
	 Stanley, ND
Aimee Evangeline Fafard 
	 Dauphin, MB, Canada
Ashley N. Polzin 
	 Cokato, MN
Jaclyn Rindy 
	 Portland, ND 
Megan Schreiner 
	 Sioux Falls, SD
Michael Theisen 
	 Danville, CA
Bryana M. Thoren 
	 Declo, ID
Nicholas Winger 
	 El Paso, TX

*** Summa Cum Laude (Gold Cord)      ** Magna Cum Laude (Silver Cord)        *Cum Laude (Blue Cord)
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Mayville native Dr. John Lyng is a graduate of May-Port CG High School and 
Mayville State, where he was named to “Who’s Who Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges” in recognition of his campus involvement. A member of 
the Alpha Phi Sigma honor society, Lyng graduated magna cum laude from MSU. 
He went on to the University of North Dakota medical school, where he began to 
demonstrate the leadership in advancing the cause of emergency medicine that has 
characterized his whole career.

Dr. Lyng is Board Certified in EMS Medicine and Emergency Medicine and is a 
nationally registered paramedic. 

He practices as an EMS physician through work as a medical specialist on the 
Minnesota Task Force 1 Urban Search and Rescue Team and as a medical officer on 
the Minnesota-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team. In 2012, the team was deployed 
to the East Coast to deal with the after-effects of Hurricane Sandy, and in 2020 to 
California and Arizona to help fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

From 2010-2019 Lyng served as the medical director for North Memorial Health Ambulance & Air Care, and continues to 
work clinically as an emergency physician at North Memorial Level 1 Trauma Center in Minneapolis, Minn. and at several 
suburban and rural Minnesota hospitals.

Dr. Lyng has special interests in pediatric emergency medicine, trauma management, and international emergency 
medicine. He participates in several local, regional, and national committees that are involved in advancing the field of 
EMS medicine and prehospital care, including a 2019 appointment to the Minnesota State Trauma Advisory Committee.

He has been an active leader at the national and international levels through his membership in the National Association of 
EMS Physicians (NAEMSP), including leadership in several committees.

He is the vice chair of the NAEMSP Air Medical Transport Committee and is member-at-large of the charter NAEMSP 
state chapter in Minnesota. His leadership in both emergency medicine and EMS medicine has been recognized by the 
American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) and the NAEMSP with conferment of fellowship status in both 
organizations.

Dr. Lyng has the distinction of being one of the inaugural group of 205 EMS physicians who were conferred fellowship 
status in the Academic of Emergency Medical Services. He was awarded the Hennepin County Sheriff ’s Office 
Distinguished Service Award for his role in community opioid overdose awareness programs as well as the NAEMSP 
President’s Award for his work as chairman of the NAEMSP Standards & Clinical Practices Committee.

Dr. Lyng lives in Minnetonka, Minn. with his wife, Megan, and children Evelyn, Elliot, and Ingrid.
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STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION GREETINGS

Nick Hacker serves as President/CEO of North Dakota Guaranty and Title Co. 
Founded in 1955, NDGT is North Dakota’s largest title insurance and real estate 
closing company with operations in North Dakota, Montana, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin. Nick continues to drive new growth through strategic partnerships, 
acquisitions and leadership development within his team.

Before joining North Dakota Guaranty and Title, Nick spent three years in 
Washington, D.C. working in Government Affairs. Prior to his time in Washington, 
D.C. he spent five years as a business development manager in the Red River Valley 
focused on real estate development.

Nick served in the North Dakota State Senate from 2004-2008 in District 42. During 
his tenure, Nick vice-chaired both the Political Subdivisions and Industry Business 
and Labor committees. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Managerial Finance 
and Real Estate from the University of North Dakota in 2005.

His passion for service continues through his leadership in numerous organizations 
including Chair of the North Dakota State Board of Higher Education. 

Taylor Skjordal is graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in 
biology and minor in psychology. A Dean’s List student, she has earned magna cum 
laude honors and intends to pursue further education and a career as a physician’s 
assistant. 

A first generation college student on both sides of her family, Taylor has been a 
member of the Comets women’s basketball varsity team for four years and was named 
an NAIA Scholar Athlete for two years. Her parents are Becky and Kevin Marier from 
Grafton, ND.

Jennifer Pageler is graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Education degree in 
elementary education. A scholarship recipient, Jennifer has earned summa cum 
laude honors. She is an active volunteer as a respite care provider and member of her 
church. 

She made the decision to return to school as an older, non-traditional student and 
has pursued a college degree while maintaining life commitments to her family, faith, 
and community.

STUDENT COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS
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THE ACADEMIC COSTUME
The history of academic dress reaches far back into the early days of the oldest European universities. The ordinary dress of 
the scholar, whether student or teacher, was the garb of a cleric. In the unheated buildings of the early universities, the long 
gowns would have provided warmth, while hoods would have served to cover the scholars’ shaved heads.

In the United States, the American Council on Education approved a code of academic costumes that has been in effect 
since 1932, with changes made in 1959 and in 1986.

Gowns. In United States colleges and universities, black is the recommended color for all degrees. Variations in style 
represent the type of degree. The bachelor’s gown has long pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has an oblong sleeve, open at 
the wrists; and the gown for the doctor’s degree has bell-shaped sleeves. The doctor’s gown is trimmed down the front with  
velvet, and there are three bars of velvet across the sleeves.

Hood. The hood gives color and meaning to the costume. The hood is black with a colored lining, which is the official 
color or colors of the institution conferring the degree. The binding or edging of the hood signifies the branch of learning 
to which the master’s or doctorate degree pertains. Colors of some of the various subjects are: Arts, Letters, Humanities - 
white; Education - light blue; Fine Arts - brown; Library Science - lemon; Music - pink; Physical Education - sage green; 
Science - golden yellow.

Caps. Caps are black and of a material which matches the gown. A tassel is fastened to the middle point of the top of the 
cap. The tassel is also black or of a color appropriate to the subject. The doctor’s cap may have a tassel of gold thread. The 
academic cap symbolizes the freedom of scholarship.

At Mayville State, candidates for degrees are asked to wear the tassels on the right front side before degrees are conferred 
and to shift these to the left at the moment when degrees are awarded to them. 

Persons who hold degrees from foreign universities may wear the entire appropriate academic costume, including cap, 
gown, and hood.

North Dakota University System. Members of the State Board of Higher Education and officers of the North Dakota 
University System are attired in special regalia that signify their leadership role. The robe and tassel reflect the blue and 
gold colors found in the North Dakota state flag. A gold medallion, worn around the neck, is engraved with the North 
Dakota state seal.

COMMENCEMENT HONORS AND RECOGNITION
Honor cords are worn by candidates for the bachelor’s degree who have completed a minimum of two semesters and 30 
semester hours in residence from Mayville State and achieved a scholastic average of 3.50 (cum laude, blue cord), 3.70 
(magna cum laude, silver cord), and 3.90 (summa cum laude, gold cord).  For publication  purposes, honors are based on 
the cumulative grade point average at the end of the previously completed term. Once final semester grades are recorded, 
grade point averages are recalculated and final graduation honors are recorded to the transcript and diploma.

Candidates may wear pieces of traditional regalia such as a stole representing their cultural heritage.

The hooding ceremony for the Master of Arts in Teaching degree signifies a scholarly and personal achievement. The light 
blue color in the hood represents the field of education.

As a symbolic tradition to welcome individuals in to the nursing profession, nursing candidates will be presented with the 
baccalaureate nursing program pin and receive recognition for advancement of their nursing education. 

The color of the tassel denotes the degree. At Mayville State University, the tassel colors associated with programs are: 
black, Masters of Arts in Teaching; light blue, Bachelor of Science in Education; apricot, Bachelor of Science in Nursing; 
royal blue, Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Applied Science, Bachelor of University Studies, white, 
Associate of Arts.
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MAYVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY MACE
A mace is a ceremonial staff used as a symbol of authority. In the Middle Ages, a 
mace was a heavy club weighted with a spiked or flanged metal knob at one end, 
and it was used chiefly by knights to crush armor. It further evolved to become 
a hand weapon that was used by archers and other warriors on foot. Those who 
guarded monarchs or other officials in processions often used a mace. By the 14th 
century, maces had become more ceremonial in nature and were decorated with 
jewels and precious metals. In modern times a mace is often carried in academic 
and ecclesiastical processions, especially in English-speaking countries. In the 
academic setting, the mace symbolizes the institution’s authority to carry out its 
mission of seeking wisdom and truth. 

A black walnut tree still growing in Mayville yielded the wood for the Mayville 
State University mace. Craftsman George Lilleberg, Mayville, ND, assisted by 
Patrick Balch and MSU Professor Emeritus of Mathematics Dr. Merwin J. Lyng, 
designed, turned, and finished the mace in 2004. It is decorated with the Mayville 
State University seal on one side, and a rendering of “Old Main” on the other. The 
seal features the figures “The Graduate” and “Discipline,” first seen in a famous 
mural by artist Edwin Blashfield, as well as Mayville State’s well-known motto “The 
School of Personal Service.” Doug Anderson, a Mayville State alumnus, was the 
artist who created the rendition of “Old Main.” The mace is 38” long. It was first 
carried by Dr. Gary D. Hagen at the inauguration of former MSU President Pamela 
M. Balch.

MAYVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY MEDALLION
The tradition of the chief officer of an educational institution to wear a medallion 
dates to the Middle Ages, when a seal was used to mark documents as important. 
Because actual possession was so significant, the seal was usually worn around the 
neck for safekeeping. Wearing the seal eventually became a symbol of authority.

Mayville State University’s presidential medallion features two teachers and 
two students in front of “Old Main.” The medallion is intended to be a visual 
representation of the intensely personal learning relationship that the university 
fosters among teachers and students. The bronze medallion was cast in 1999 by P. 
Richard Szeitz, Moorhead, MN. 



West Wind, whistling ‘round our towers,
Voice of this Dakota land!
Rouse in us our highest powers
While in College halls we stand.
Alma Mater! Alma Mater!
May we meet thy just demand.

Wild Rose, emblem of our lov’d State,
Growing by our campus fair!
Teach us Truth and Beauty, the great
Virtues now and everywhere.
Alma Mater! Alma Mater!
White and blue we proudly wear.

Oh say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thro’ the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there.

Oh say, does that star spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

WORDS BY FRANCIS SCOTT KEY
MUSIC BY SAMUEL ARNOLD

CONGRATULATIONS
AND BEST WISHES

Mayville State University is proud to recognize the accomplishments
of its graduates and to extend best wishes to them,

their families, and loved ones.

Spirit of the Pioneer days
That has built our College here!
We shall not be false to thy ways;
We shall keep thy ideals near.
Alma Mater! Alma Mater!
All thy children hold thee dear.

WORDS BY MSU ALUMS LYTTE AND BAKER
SUNG TO HYMN BY HENRY SMART
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