
Teacher Center Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes  
January 12, 2015 

Dr. Andrea Dulski-Bucholz called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Other members present were Betty 

LeClair, Ashley Aune, David Smith, Aubrey Madler, Stephanie Dale, Teresa Agnes, Ashley Scheer, 

Donalee Strand, Sarah Burger, and Justin Frank.  Robyn Haines was absent so minutes were taken by 

Kayla Smith. 

Mission and Goals: 

 Are there goals that are specific to our center that we want to add?  We would also follow the 

NDTCN mission and goals.  

 Professional Development 

o Topics for MLK Day- Interactive Lecture/Direct Teaching, Hypothesis Testing, Performance 

Assessment, Homework, Literacy Based Non-Fiction 

o Goal #1- Deliver professional development based on research and best practices 

 MLK Day support in organizing rooms, technology, printing costs, gathering info for 

continuing education  

 Arranged for ELL expert to present on MLK Day 

o Goal #2- Facilitate joint projects and exchange of services between K-12 schools, REAs, state 

and federal agencies, and institutions of higher education for professional development of 

practicing teachers, education students and other educational personnel. 

 Support for PD on Engaging Classrooms 1/20/15.  Payments to the schools to supply 

subs for teacher leaders Heidi Eckert and Lisa Gapp to work with education 

students.   

 Students from Tribal colleges here on the 20th as well.  

 Other PD opportunities 

 STEM College for Kids 

o Make sure to disperse flyers to local schools.  

 Assist with STEM Boot Camps 

 STEM Carnival 

o April 11- again make sure to disperse flyers to local schools. 

 HIV Workshop 

o Set something up with nursing students to present a workshop.  

Great authentic assessment.  

 Literacy Initiative  

 Designed to join libraries throughout ND on a project that involves 

technology.  This is part of I LEAD USA.  

o Could we work on this with other area librarians? How do we get 

this going, how do we get it online? 

o There is a grant available if the project is selected.  Aubrey Madler 

will send out a note to area librarians to discuss interest.  It was also 



asked that committee members discuss this opportunity with the 

librarian at their school. This is a very time sensitive opportunity and 

Aubrey needs information in the next day or two.  

 Grant with library for better categorization/check out services to area 

teachers/schools/community 

 We would love to increase resources to support area teachers and pre-

service teachers.  

 This would be a $25,000 grant opportunity to allow for online reservations 

and a more efficient check out procedure for area teachers.  

 Common Core Grant 

 Written by Allison Johnson and Andi last week.  If we get this, someone 

from ASCD would come speak to area teachers and pre-service teachers.  

We would also involve professors on campus and focus on common core.  

We will find out on January 20th if we receive the grant.  

o Goal #3: Communicate via print and/or electronic mediums to all constituents (marketing) 

 Make sure to get all newsletters, NDTCN and local, on the web site.  Email a link to 

advisory board members to forward.  

 Send flyers from the Teacher Center for specific activities, STEM Carnival, College for 

Kids, etc.  

o Goal #4: Provide practicing teachers, education students and other educational personnel 

with access to instructional resources and educational equipment.  

 Provide resources for the Coffee Time GST/MSU Service 

 Provide resources and support for Rainbow Gardens education student experience 

 Real Life babies and other teacher center materials for area teachers.  

Needs Assessment: 

 Each year we need to complete a needs assessment.  What do our area teachers want? We will 

ask that the attendees of MLK Day complete this.  Sarah Burger from Northwood did agree to 

pass out the assessment that day as well as they will not be attending the event.  

 Send out a survey to area schools asking questions like, who in your mind is great at technology, 

who has a dynamic classroom, etc.  The teachers will talk and that will give us great guidance on 

who could potentially provide some of the professional development.  

 Current Needs/Wants 

 Can we provide stipends for teachers to work together to develop units or start some 

professional development opportunities?  

o Grade level connections- teachers used to meet at different classrooms in the area, 

people’s houses, etc.  It gave teachers a chance to discuss concerns, provide ideas, etc.  

Mayville State University could be that meeting place.  

 Advanced Education- have all schools who do this get together and have someone from the 

state train groups on how/what to do.  Talk about it and work through it together.   

 SLEDS- another topic to get people together for trainings.  



 We need to make sure we do things right so that people want to come back and participate in 

events.  Continue to offer continuing education credits, especially at the graduation level.  

 Generally speaking it sounds like teachers have enough “stuff”.  The issue is time, especially 

time during school.   

 The RRVEC used to have PLCs where teachers in the same areas would get together but there 

was little structure or control.  

 Years ago area teachers would come to Mayville State University for ½ day in the fall, a full-day 

in January, and a ½ day in the spring.  Various topics were introduced and a credit was granted.  

Budget: 

 We received $20,000 from the state.  After a few beginning year salaries we have approximately 

$14,400 remaining.   

 Next week we will be processing stipends for the advisory board, a stipend for Kerri Whipple for 

MLK Day, and the stipend to supply subs for Heidi Eckert and Lisa Gapp.  

 We would like to spend money on professional development, more resources, etc.  We will have 

some administrative costs as well.   

o Could we provide subs for area teacher to get together for work days?  

Misc: 

 NDTCN flyers were passed out to committee members, it is asked that they bring those back to 

their schools. 

 Sarah Sletten wrote a STEM related article that included the Teacher Center and it was 

published in a paper for the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) Reports.   

 The Real Life Babies are currently scheduled to be checked out.  

 

 


